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Hymns Competition Guidelines 
 

• Hymns can be recited in any language (Coptic/Greek, English, Arabic) or mix of 

languages (for the hymns that consist of multiple verses).  

• For each participating age group, a video recording of all the participants 

praying together (as a group), without any external help, should be uploaded to 

a SharePoint (a link will be provided later) no later than Sunday 08/20/2023 

11:59 PM.  

o The video should show all the participants in the frame. 

o You may submit a video recording for each hymn if the files’ sizes are big.  

• NEW There will be two competitions (Level 1 and Level 2) for each of the following 

age groups: middle school, high school, and adults. Level 2 consists of relatively 

harder hymns than Level 1. 

o Churches can choose to participate in Level 1 and/or Level 2. 
o Participants can participate in Level 1 and/or Level 2.  
o Minimum number of participants per team is 4 participants for Level 1 

and 2 participants for Level 2 competitions. 

• Every church is allowed to participate with only one team for every age group 

and level. 

• Participants are allowed to read the lyrics of the hymns, including charts 

(Hazzat), while reciting them (i.e., they are not expected to memorize the lyrics 

of the hymns). 

• If the church qualifies to the final competition, that will be held in person on 

Saturday 09/09/2023 at Saint Mary Coptic Orthodox Church, MD, the team will 

be asked to recite the same hymns again in person.   
  



 4 

PreK and Kindergarten 

• The first 4 verses of the Second Canticle  
o Coptic (00:18 – 00:57)  
o English (00:17 - 00:55) 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8G9ZHeEBA7c&ab_channel=Mesat-%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlbnVrAkxTM&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry


 5 

• The Hitens for Saint Mary and the Heavenly Orders  
o Coptic (00:00 – 01:09) 
o English 

 

• The Concluding Hymn (memorize the verse for only one of the three annual 
seasons) 

o Coptic 
o English (00:10 – 01:02) 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qa6gCwzxFfY&ab_channel=%D9%82%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A8%D8%B7%D9%8A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSKwpFo3Ezg&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiZtyZZWsJQ&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/conclusion-hymn-annual?in=mmguirguis/sets/liturgy-of-the-faithful
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Grades 1 – 3 

• The Doxology of the Heavenly Orders 
o Coptic  
o English 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6-2xd5Kpy4&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/doxology-for-all-the-heavenly-beings-standard?in=mmguirguis/sets/vespers-matins
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• Alleluia This is the Day (Allylouia vai pe pìehoou) 

o Coptic  
o English 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vf-jSaYPGlw&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arAmTeNJh5E&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
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• The annual Acts response (,ere ne maria) 

o Coptic 
o English 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtBoFynPKUM&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDIoapYSXeY&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
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Grades 4 and 5 

• The first 12 verses of the First Canticle  
o Coptic (00:45 – 03:58) 
o English (00:17 – 02:40) 

 

 

https://tasbeha.org/hymn_library/view/103?mid=10794
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKNbI5LypDs&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
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• Gregorian Anaphora responses  
o Greek 
o English (02:24 – 02:49, 03:14 – 03:41 and 04:00 – 04:25) 

 

 
 

• Hymn of Joy - O King of Peace (̀pouro) – First 2 and last verses  

o Coptic (00:00 – 02:31, 04:53-05:24) 
o English (00:00 – 02:35, 05:07-05:50) 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiXIQ7GHjLQ
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/the-anaphora-gregorian-liturgy?in=mmguirguis/sets/clergy-hymns#t=0:00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgsmHBXYWpA&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/hymn-of-peace-no-cymbals?in=mmguirguis/sets/wedding-hymns
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Grades 6 – 8 

• Level 1 

o The Sixth Part of the Sunday Theotokia 
▪ Coptic (20:06 – 24:02)  
▪ English 

 

https://tasbeha.org/hymn_library/view/476?mid=10782
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TF9uCTz2QQ&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
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o Taisoury  

▪ Coptic  
▪ English (00:05 – 02:04) 

 

 

o Feast of the Cross Verses of Cymbals 
▪ Coptic  

 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73W2qma9NDI&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/hymn-of-the-censer-live?in=mmguirguis/sets/nativity-feast-15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN6FlO5C1kA&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
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• Level 2 

o The Conclusion of the Adam Psali 
▪ Coptic  
▪ English  

 

 

o The Hymn of the Cross 
▪ Coptic  
▪ English  
 

 
  

https://tasbeha.org/hymn_library/view/465?mid=10821
https://soundcloud.com/insophia1/and-whenever-we-gather-lipon?in=mmguirguis/sets/midnight-praises-melismatic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jF4NradBbF0&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/this-is-he?in=mmguirguis/sets/holy-week-hymns
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Grades 9 – 12 

• Level 1 

o The first four parts of the Saturday Theotokia  
▪ Coptic (00:00 – 03:34) 
▪ English (00:30 – 03:29) 

 

https://tasbeha.org/hymn_library/view/359?mid=10926
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDqTjcsG8Rc&ab_channel=SUSCopticDiocese-Topic
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o The first and Third Verses of the Hymn of the Holy Spirit 
▪ Coptic (00:00 – 00:35, 07:16 – 08:49) 
▪ English  

 

 

o He who has an ear to hear … (from Bright Saturday)  
▪ Coptic   
▪ English 
▪ Arabic 

 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HrxG2tXvuMY&ab_channel=FollowmeNews001
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/hymns-of-descent-of-holy?in=mmguirguis/sets/pentecost-1
http://media.tasbeha.org/mp3/Hymns/Other_Occasions/Bright_Saturday/Ibrahim_Ayad/Part_3/02.Fee-eteo-on.mp3
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/book-of-revelation-response-bright-saturday?in=mmguirguis/sets/bright-saturday
http://media.tasbeha.org/mp3/Hymns/Other_Occasions/Bright_Saturday/Ibrahim_Ayad/Part_2/19.Who_who_has_an_ear_-_Arabic.mp3
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• Level 2 

o The Annual Watos Psali for the Three Saintly Youths 
▪ Coptic  
▪ English  

 

o The Introduction to the Coptic Pauline Epistle (9th hour of Good Friday) 
▪ Coptic  
▪ English  

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rs5Oei0sNsU&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/insophia2/we-follow-you-tenoweh-ensok-in?in=mmguirguis/sets/midnight-praises-melismatic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhDYi7lccSk&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/st-mark-festival-sus/the-hymn-for-the-monks-pinishti-english?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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Adults 

• Level 1 

o Matins Doxology or Saint Mary  
▪ Coptic  
▪ English (00:50 – 03:15) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQprsnYWScc&ab_channel=%D9%82%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/hymn-of-the-intercession-grand?in=mmguirguis/sets/hymn-of-the-intercession-verses
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o The first four verses of the hymn the Bread of Life (Piwik)  

▪ Coptic (00:00 – 02:31) 
▪ English (00:00 – 03:12)  

 

o The Hymn of the Blessing  
▪ Coptic 
▪ English   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kb3HnE44Z4&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0lcsOHW7hg&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-8IWOTq3cw&ab_channel=SaintMaryChurchDeaconsMinistry
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/we-worship-the-father-1?in=mmguirguis/sets/offering-of-the-lamb


 21 

• Level 2 

o Cemou]  

▪ Coptic (00:00 – 05:54) 
▪ English 

 

o Sad Taisoury  

▪ Coptic  
▪ English  

 

https://tasbeha.org/hymn_library/view/452?mid=10699
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/you-are-called-melismatic?in=mmguirguis/sets/midnight-praises-melismatic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jA1-DIZcJo&ab_channel=copticsermonsandhymns
https://soundcloud.com/mmguirguis/this-censer-pascha-melismatic?in=mmguirguis/sets/holy-week-hymns

	FINAL Untitled-hymns
	Hymns_Curriculum_2023
	Hymns Competition Guidelines
	o Churches can choose to participate in Level 1 and/or Level 2.
	o Participants can participate in Level 1 and/or Level 2.
	o Minimum number of participants per team is 4 participants for Level 1 and 2 participants for Level 2 competitions.

	PreK and Kindergarten
	• The first 4 verses of the Second Canticle
	• The Hitens for Saint Mary and the Heavenly Orders
	• The Concluding Hymn (memorize the verse for only one of the three annual seasons)

	Grades 1 – 3
	• The Doxology of the Heavenly Orders
	• Alleluia This is the Day (Allylouia vai pe pi`ehoou)
	• The annual Acts response (,ere ne maria)

	Grades 4 and 5
	• The first 12 verses of the First Canticle
	• Gregorian Anaphora responses
	• Hymn of Joy - O King of Peace (`pouro) – First 2 and last verses

	Grades 6 – 8
	• Level 1
	o The Sixth Part of the Sunday Theotokia
	o Taisoury
	o Feast of the Cross Verses of Cymbals

	• Level 2
	o The Conclusion of the Adam Psali
	o The Hymn of the Cross


	Grades 9 – 12
	• Level 1
	o The first four parts of the Saturday Theotokia
	o The first and Third Verses of the Hymn of the Holy Spirit
	o He who has an ear to hear … (from Bright Saturday)

	• Level 2
	o The Annual Watos Psali for the Three Saintly Youths
	o The Introduction to the Coptic Pauline Epistle (9th hour of Good Friday)


	Adults
	• Level 1
	o Matins Doxology or Saint Mary
	o The first four verses of the hymn the Bread of Life (Piwik)
	o The Hymn of the Blessing

	• Level 2
	o Cemou]
	o Sad Taisoury






